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New Books for New Readers

Discussion Questions

Kentucky Ghosts
by R. Gerald Alvey

Pre-reading and Introduction

1. Do you believe in ghosts?  Have you ever heard any stories about ghosts or had any experiences with them yourself?  If so, please share one of the stories or experiences.

2. Look at the picture on the front of the book.  Describe what you see.  Why do you think the picture is in black and white instead of in color?

3. What is meant by “ghosts,” “hants,” or “haints?”

4. Open the book to page 58 and read about the author.  What qualifies him to write the book?

5. Read the introduction.  What does the word “folklore” mean?

Cries of a Dead Man

1. When did the story take place?  

2. Why did Mr. Bell send his daughter upstairs to look under the bed?

3. What caused the fire in the house?

4. Why do you think the community bought the brick house?  

The Skeleton Under the Old Fireplace

1. When did the story take place?  Who told the story?  

2. What special ability did Johnny Emberton possess?

3. What happened to the chimney and the fireplace when the grandparents got back from their trip?

Popular Foot, the Dancing Road Haint

1.
Who was the ghost in the story?
2.
How was the fiddler killed?
3.
What did Popular Foot do when he heard the music that Billy Atwood played?

4. 
How did Popular Foot save the banjo player from getting robbed?

The Granny Harris Story

1. What did the author say that the appearance of a spirit meant?

2. What did the author do to assuage his fears when he walked past the graveyard?

3. Recount Granny’s story and what happened with the Union soldiers she was five years old.

4. What happened the day the author’s father was traveling near the old oak tree with a load of corn?

Dog Ghost Seeks Revenge

1. Do you think that dogs’ actions signify coming events?  Have you had any experiences in which a dog has seemed to forecast an event?

2. Detail three of the signs the author says dogs act in predicting events.

3. Why did Ned return to Kentucky from Missouri?

4. From whom and for what was the ghost dog seeking revenge?

Bloodstains on Top of the Well

1. Why did the guys like corn shucking parties?
2. Why did Jim Cook kiss Katy?

3. List some of the ways that the Thompsons tried to get rid of the noises upstairs.

The Little Girl Ghost Who Adopted Us

1. How did the Pearson girl die?

2. Around what year did the visits from the ghost begin?

3. What did Mother see when she came home from town?

How Otto’s Ghost Saved Us from a Haunted House

1. Describe, in detail, what Jack and his wife were looking for in a house.

2. Why were the children always excited to see Otto?

3. How did Otto’s ghost save the family from a haunted house?

4. What excuse did Jack give to the realtor for his family not being interested in buying the house?

Note to teachers:  Please email Steve Price at steve.price@uky.edu for the answer key.
