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New Books for New Readers

Discussion Questions

Healing Kentucky
Medicine in the Bluegrass State

by Nancy Disher Baird
1. Name four diseases that killed civil war soldiers.
2. Who was known as the “hero” of the cholera epidemic? Why?
3. True or false - During the civil war, decaying bodies in shallow graves polluted streams and wells.
4. Who was Dr. Luke Blackburn?
5. When and where was the first hospital in Kentucky opened?
6. What were the two real reasons for the cholera epidemics?
7. Name three reasons early doctors believed were causes of cholera.
8. True or false - During the civil war, laws required doctors to go to medical schools and earn medical licenses.
9. Who was the “Hero of Hickman?”
10. In 1833, on average, how long did people live after contracting cholera?
11. Who was known as the “father” of Kentucky’s prison reforms?
12. Where did Dr. McDowell agree to operate on Jane Crawford?
13. Who pushed for Kentucky to have a Board of Health?
14. Where does the author of Healing Kentucky teach?
15. Who was the schoolteacher known as “Angel of the Blind?”
16. Throughout this whole book, what was a primary cause for most medical conditions that took lives?
17. What Dr. used cowpox to help prevent smallpox?
18. When was the March of Dimes formed?
19. When was the polio vaccine created?
20. Why did a ten-year-old Guatemalan girl come to Kentucky?
21.
What did Jane Crawford first believe was her medical condition?
22.
Who was Dr. Ephram McDowell and why is he an important figure in Kentucky history?
23.
What was finally decided as the cause of cholera?
24.
Using the Venn diagram, compare and contrast what you see in the picture on page 13 and what you know about current battlefield medical care.
25.
What are three differences between doctors during the mid 19th century and today?
26.
Describe what you learned about the disease called yellow fever and why Kentuckians thought it couldn’t be a danger to them.
27.
List three things for which Dr. Luke Blackburn is noted.
28.
Why did Linda Neville declare war on trachoma?
29.
What was the first killer disease that scientists learned to prevent?
30.
Name three viruses against which all children are required to be vaccinated.
31.
The Spanish flu hit Kentucky in 1918.  How many Kentuckians died of that virus within seven months?  What steps were taken to stop its spread?
32.
What did Dr. Joseph McCormack realize probably caused so many typhoid cases?
33.
Name three other changes that Dr. McCormack brought to the state.
34.
What are the symptoms of polio?
35.
Why wouldn’t the hospital in Bowling Green admit and treat Scott Keele?
36.
Why was the March of Dimes formed?
37.
Who was Louise Caudill, and for what is she noted?
38.
Name Dr. Caudill’s five points of good advice.
39.
What did doctors of the group Children of the Americas do for Hilaria from Guatemala?
40.
Describe the AbioCor artificial heart.
Note to teachers:  Please email Steve Price at steve.price@uky.edu for the answer key.
